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You have been admitted…now what? Read this information to learn 

everything you need to know about enrolling at Illinois State. Be sure to 

explore each area and check it off of your list of things to do!

welcome
Congratulations 
   and 

to Illinois State University.
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Visit campus

• �We offer several opportunities for you to learn more about our campus and talk with our 
students, faculty, and staff. Your visit will help you decide if Illinois State University is the right  
fit for you. Sign up for a Campus Information Session or one of our larger Open House 
programs. You can make an online reservation for either type of visit at IllinoisState.edu/visit. 

Attend a Freshman Information Night

• �In January and February, representatives from our campus will come to locations through the 
state to share information and answer any questions you have about enrolling at Illinois State. 
An invitation will be sent to you in early January with a list of locations and dates.

Check out scholarships

• �Begin your scholarship search by visiting the Scholarship Resource Office Web site at 
IllinoisState.edu/financialaid.

• �Merit-based scholarship information will be mailed to qualifying applicants beginning in 
October. The scholarship application deadline is typically the first week of January. 

Apply for financial aid

• �The financial aid process is critical in assisting students and families in preparing to pay for 
college and making it as affordable as possible. The Financial Aid Office is available to assist you  
in this process.

• �Visit IllinoisState.edu/financialaid for additional information on the application process, 
scholarship searches, student employment, and estimated college costs. Contact the office  
via e-mail at FinancialAid@IllinoisState.edu or by telephone at (309) 438-2231.

• �Access the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) online at www.fafsa.ed.gov.  
Be sure to designate Illinois State University (code 001692) as a recipient of the data.  
The FAFSA can be submitted beginning January 1, 2010.

• �Submit your FAFSA by March 1 for full consideration for financial aid.

• �Financial aid award notices will be sent during the month of April if you submit your FAFSA by  
the March 1, 2010 preferential filing date. 

a

a

a

a

Visit campus    and talk with our students, faculty, and staff.



2009–2010  Illinois State University      3

Submit your enrollment deposit

• �The enrollment deposit is a $150 non-refundable fee which reserves your space in our freshman 
class. Information about submitting the deposit will be mailed in January. The enrollment 
deposit must be paid by May 1, 2010.

• �Visit IllinoisState.edu/welcome2isu beginning January 18 to pay online with a debit or credit 
card. You may also visit this site to confirm that your enrollment deposit was received.

	 • �If you are unable to submit the deposit online, mail it by the May 1 postmark deadline.

	 • �$100 of your $150 deposit will cover the registration fee for Preview, the summer 
orientation and registration program. The remaining $50 is applied to your first 
semester’s tuition.

	 • �Students who have submitted their enrollment deposit will be eligible to reserve their 
Preview date online beginning mid-March.

• �Visit www.Admissions.ilstu.edu/edf for more information about enrollment deposit policies 
and procedures.

Submit your housing application-contract 
and deposit

• �In mid-January, University Housing Services will mail you a detailed information packet that 
explains your housing options. This will include information about how to complete your 
online housing application-contract and submit your $300 deposit.

• �On February 22, 2010, the residence hall application-contract will become available in 
Welcome2ISU. Go to IllinoisState.edu/welcome2isu to complete your housing application- 
contract and submit your deposit.

	 • �Be sure to read the “terms and conditions” carefully.

	 • �Choose from two payment plans, “pay in full” or “pay in installments,” for your  
housing costs. 

	 • �Submit your $300 housing deposit online by using your credit or debit card.

	 • �Once your initial payment is received, you will have a legally binding housing contract.

	 • �The completed housing contract makes you eligible for a space in a residence hall.

	 • �The Welcome2ISU process allows you only to submit the housing contract and 
deposit—selecting a room occurs later (late-May to mid-July).

• �If you cancel your contract by May 1, 2010, you will only be responsible for the $50 non-
refundable application fee and the remaining $250 may be refunded. The cancellation request 
must be signed by the student and received by May 1, 2010, to avoid additional charges. More 
information about contract cancellation can be found at the University Housing Services Web 
site at www.Housing.ilstu.edu. 

a

a

Continued on next page

Visit campus    and talk with our students, faculty, and staff.



 4     Illinois State University  2009–2010

• �In mid-May, information will be mailed to you about the room selection process.

	 • �From late-May until mid-July, the online room selection process becomes available.

	 • �A majority, but not all incoming students, will select their own room. Based upon  
when your contract and deposit are received, some students will be assigned a room by 
housing staff.

	 • �Consider participating in one of the many themed living and learning communities 
offered in the residence halls. Learn more at www.Housing.ilstu.edu/themed-
communities.

	 • �You may complete a “personal profile” to share information with potential roommates.

Choose your meal plan

• �Campus Dining Services features three full-service residential dining centers, as well as a variety 
of retail restaurants throughout campus.

• �Meal plan holders enjoy full access to all three of the dining facilities, which feature all-you-care-
to-eat style dining. Meal plans offer a variety of options from unlimited access to the dining 
facilities to a set number of meals per week. In addition, every meal plan includes Flex Dollars, 
which can be used at restaurants on campus such as McAlister’s Deli, Burger King, Pizza Hut 
Express, the Business Bistro, Airport Lounge, and more.

• �In mid-January, Campus Dining Services will include information about meal plan selection  
as part of the information packet sent to you by University Housing Services. 

• �On February 22, 2010, the residence hall and meal plan contracts will become available in 
Welcome2ISU. Once you submit the housing application-contract and initial payment, you  
can select your meal plan. All students living in the residence halls are required to purchase a 
meal plan.

	 • �Be sure to read “terms and conditions” carefully.

	 • �No money is due at the time you select your plan. Your meal plan cost will be applied to 
your student account.

	 • �Once your meal plan contract is submitted online, you will have a legally binding dining 
contract.

	 • �You can learn more about meal plan selection, changes, cost, and cancellation dates at 
www.Dining.ilstu.edu. 

 Choose from a variety of   meal plans.
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Look for academic resources

• �University College is your academic home as a new first-year student. It provides programs and 
services to assist you in making a successful transition to Illinois State University.

• �University College can help you choose a major, understand academic policies  
and requirements, develop good study skills, and learn how to manage time. 
Visit IllinoisState.edu/ucollege for information on the following services.

	 • �Academic Advisement helps first-year students plan their course of study.

	 • �Developmental Math provides instruction and tutorial assistance to help students 
succeed in math at the college level.

	 • �First Year LinC and Success 101 are freshman transition courses designed to assist 
students in making a successful academic and personal transition to college. Course 
topics may include campus resources, major and career exploration, and opportunities 
for campus involvement.

	 • �Julia N. Visor Academic Center supports the academic success of all students through 
tutoring, mentoring, support programs, and targeted services for underrepresented 
students.

	 • �Preview is the two day summer orientation and registration program for freshmen 
students held in June and July.

	 • �TRiO/Student Support Services is a program that provides services to students 
who are from traditionally underrepresented groups (first generation, economically 
disadvantaged, etc.).

	 • �University College Testing Services administers the COMPASS math placement exam 
in addition to other exams for course placement, credit, or graduation.

Take your math placement exam

• �The COMPASS Math Placement exam is a tool used to place you in the appropriate math class. 
University College Testing Services coordinates the COMPASS Math Placement exam.

• �Students with an ACT math subscore of 27 or higher or an SAT math subscore of 620 or higher 
are exempt from taking the placement exam. All students who do not meet the above criteria 
must take the COMPASS Math Placement exam at least two weeks prior to attending Preview.

• �The COMPASS exam begins with questions in algebra. Depending on your algebra score,  
you will also receive questions in pre-algebra or college algebra and trigonometry. 

• �Be prepared for the exam! Review sample questions provided by ACT at  
www.act.org/compass/sample. Download the PDF files under the “sample test  
questions” heading.

 Choose from a variety of   meal plans.
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• �The COMPASS exam is offered through University College Testing Services on campus and 
at several remote community college sites. If you test at a remote site, please identify yourself 
as an Illinois State student. To see the current list of remote sites and to learn more about the 
COMPASS exam, please visit www.ucollege.ilstu.edu/testing/compass.

Attend Preview 

• �Preview is the summer orientation and registration program for students and their families.  
It is a two day program that takes place on a variety of dates during June and July. Once you 
have submitted your enrollment deposit, a Preview reservation postcard will be mailed to you 
beginning in March. 

• �During Preview, students meet with their academic advisor, register for classes, meet current 
Illinois State students and their future classmates, interact with faculty and staff from various 
academic departments, and receive their Redbird student ID card.

• �Visit IllinoisState.edu/preview for more information. 

Submit your health records

• All students must have proof of health immunizations on file with Student Health Services.

• �In May, you will be sent information identifying the immunization records that are required. 
Before you attend Preview, you will receive directions for submitting this information via the 
secure Web site at www.shs.ilstu.edu/immunization.

• �All immunization dates must be signed/certified by a physician or public health official.  
A physical examination is not required.

• �You must submit your immunization records by the 15th calendar day of your first term at 
Illinois State to avoid a late fee and being blocked from spring class registration.

• �Visit www.shs.ilstu.edu or call (309) 438-7559 for more information about health services.

Secure student health insurance

• �All full-time students are required to have health insurance. A health insurance fee is  
included in tuition/fee costs. For more information, visit www.shs.ilstu.edu/insurance  
or call (309) 438-2515.

• �Student insurance is designed to supplement family insurance for students with other coverage 
and to be a primary insurance for students with no other coverage.

• �Students with full health coverage who would like to opt out of the Student Health  
Insurance fee should visit www.shs.ilstu.edu/tutorial or call (309) 438-2515.
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Finalize your admission file

• To finalize your admission, you may need to complete one or more of the following steps.

	 • �After you graduate from high school, submit your final high school transcript to the 
Office of Admissions by August 1. The graduation date must be posted on the transcript.

	 • �Submit your official ACT/SAT scores to the Office of Admissions by August 1.  
Test scores posted on your high school transcript are not considered official. Visit the 
ACT or SAT Web sites to find out how to send your official scores.

			   • �ACT—www.actstudent.org 
The Illinois State school code is 1042.

			   • �SAT—www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/about.html 
The Illinois State school code is 1319.

	 • �You may visit IllinoisState.edu/welcome2isu to confirm that these documents have 
been received.

• �If you have completed any courses for college credit, submit the official college transcript to the 
Office of Admissions.

• �If you will have Advanced Placement test scores, please submit them to the University 
Registrar to receive appropriate college credit. Visit www.Registrar.ilstu.edu/ap for additional 
information and to view A/P scores needed for college credit.

Get your computer

• �As a student, you will use computers, the Internet, and technology extensively both in and out 
of the classroom. Student Technology Support Services is here to help you get connected and 
learn about the electronic services available to you as a student.

• �You might be wondering now about getting a computer. Here are some things you should 
know:

	 • �You do need to bring a computer to campus. Most students bring a laptop (more than 
85 percent). Both Windows-based and Macintosh platforms are utilized. 

	 • �TechZone at Illinois State offers discounts and buying assistance to help with the 
purchase of personal computers, software, and supplies. They also are able to repair  
and service certain brands of computers on campus. 

	 • �TechZone will host special open house events in the Chicagoland area and on campus in 
April. Attend one of these Freshman Computer Nights to talk directly to University and 
vendor representatives (Dell, Lenovo/IBM, Apple, and others). Computer specifications 
for fall 2010, along with special pricing options, will be available at that time.

a
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Move in and attend Passages  
Welcome Weekend

• �Move-in and Passages Welcome Weekend are the beginning of a new chapter in your life as a 
student at Illinois State.

• �Move-in dates are August 18–19, 2010. You will receive your specific move-in date and time in 
early August.

• �Passages Welcome Weekend activities will keep you busy August 18–22, the weekend before 
classes begin. Students will move into their residence hall room, interact with classmates, and 
participate in many fun filled activities. Passages Welcome Weekend information will be mailed 
in the summer. 

• �Visit www.Passages.ilstu.edu to learn more about what happens during your first few days on 
campus.

Begin classes

• �Monday, August 23, 2010, is the first day of classes at Illinois State. 

• Congratulations! You are a Redbird!
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